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a. What	 do	 teachers	 see	 as	 the	 biggest	 roadblock	 for	 supporting	 ELLs	 in	
education?	
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1 All names of teachers are pseudonyms 
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Cara	 16	total,	ESL	for	9	 MA	TESOL	 ESL-	K-2	 	
Nadine	 24	 BA	Education	 Bilingual	first	grade	
Sarah	 6	 MA	TESOL	 Third	grade	
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standard,	 but	 each	 teacher	 will	 teach	 that	 a	 little	 differently	 and	 individual	
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students	 is	 beyond	 their	 developmental	 levels—the	 kids	 aren’t	 changing,	 so	 they	 should	
not	be	 treated	as	 if	 they	are	suddenly	able	 to	absorb	so	much	more	 than	students	 in	 the	
past.	
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	 The	 findings	 above	 repeat	 what	 has	 been	 discussed	 in	 the	 literature	 in	 terms	 of	
standards’	 demanding	 too	 much,	 too	 soon	 from	 students	 (Main,	 2012;	 House,	 2011).	
Research	has	long	shown	that	children	follow	a	developmental	trajectory	in	their	learning	
(Piaget	 &	 Cook,	 1952)	 and	 that	 language	 learners	 specifically	 follow	 their	 own	 track	






	 Beyond	 simply	 teaching	 the	 format	 of	 tests	 and	 teaching	 students	 at	 their	
developmental	level,	teachers	expressed	frustration	over	the	fact	that	students	are	graded	
only	for	their	proficiency	on	standardized	tests	(how	many	points	they	get	right	or	wrong)	
rather	 than	 looking	 at	 more	 factors	 than	 just	 correct/incorrect	 that	 could	 give	 a	 more	
comprehensive	picture	of	 a	 student’s	abilities	and	competencies.	For	example,	 in	Kansas,	
students	in	ESL	programs	must	score	all	4s	(the	highest	possible	number	of	points)	on	the	
Kansas	 English	 Language	 Proficiency	 Exam	 (KELPA)	 two	 years	 in	 a	 row	 in	 order	 to	 exit	
language	programs.	Rebecca	discussed	her	frustration	with	this	set	up,	particularly	due	to	
the	fact	that	there	is	a	corresponding	relationship	between	having	an	ESL	endorsed	teacher	
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APPENDIX	B:	Interview	Administration	Instructions	
	
If	you	plan	to	use	interview	questions	from	this	study,	please	contact	the	author	before	use	
(email:	leah.mortenson@gmail.com)	
If	there	are	any	questions	or	concerns,	please	get	in	touch	with	the	author	at	your	earliest	
convenience.	
Leah	Mortenson	
Primary	Investigator	
	
University	of	Kansas	
	
	
